August 27.]         Mr. Kenneth M'Aiilay.
135
I thought I had heard these lines before. JOHNSON. ' I fancy not, Sir; for they are in a detached poem, the name of which I do not remember, written by one Giffard, a parson.'
I expected Mr. Kenneth M'Aulay', the minister'of Calder, who published the history of St. Kilda2, a book which Dr. Johnson liked, would have met us here, as I had written to him from. Aberdeen. But I received a letter from him, telling me that he could not leave home, as he was to administer the sacrament the following Sunday, and earnestly requesting to see us at his manse. ' We'll go/ said Dr. Johnson; which we accordingly did. Mrs. M'Aulay received us, and told us her husband was in the church distributing tokens0. We arrived between twelve and one o'clock, and it was near three before he came to us.
Dr. Johnson thanked him for his book, and said, ' it was a very pretty piece of topography.' M'Aulay did not seem much to mind the compliment. From his conversation, Dr. Johnson was persuaded that he had not written the book which goes under his name. I myself always suspected so ; and I have been told it was written by the learned Dr. John M'Phcrson of Sky1, from the materials collected by M'Aulay.
low and Tutor of Johnson's own College, will please the classical reader:—
Musa levat duros, quamvis rudis ore, labores;
Inter opus cantat rustica Pyrrha suum; Nee mcminit, sccura retain dum versat euntem,
Non aliter nostris sortibus ire vices.
1 He ^vas the brother of the Rev. John M'Aulay (posi, Oct. 25), the grandfather of Lord Macaultvy.
*  See ante, ii. 58.
3 In Scotland, there is a great deal of preparation before administering the sacrament. The minister of the parish examines the people as to their fitness, and to those of whom he approves gives little pieces of tin, stamped with the name of the parish, as tokens, which they must produce before receiving it. This is a species of priestly power, and sometimes may be abused. I remember a lawsuit brought by a person against his parish minister, for refusing him admission to that sacred ordinance. BOSWELL.
*  See fast, Sept. 13 and 28.
Dr. Johnson writes of
